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BCC CAFE INC, SOUTHERN X-POSUR
By TAYLOR STUCK
THE PARTHENONInternational agents from around the globe gathered Monday at Foundation Hall to begin the second familiarizing tour of Marshall University’s campus.The tour was organized by INTO Univer-sal Partnerships, an organization partnered with the university to bring more interna-tional students to campus.Marshall University President Stephen J. Kopp began the event by welcoming the 30 agents to the community.
“You’ll find here at Marshall University that this isn’t just a community of scholars, 
but also a community of people who care about people,” Kopp said.INTO Universal Partnerships’ Steve Wal-ters said the Huntington community is inviting and that the city is a place where people help each other.“It’s that kind of town,” Walters said.Chloe Pasquet, graduate assistant with the Center for International Programs, 
finished the tour by talking about her ex-perience at Marshall as an international student from France.“The reason I fell in love with Mar-shall University is because it is a safe, comfortable and convenient place,” 
Pasquet said. “There is an awesome in-ternational and local community. It’s the perfect place to study for interna-tional students; and this is a place that changed my life.”Hanna Jenneh, INTO regional director for 
Africa, said student experience is an impor-
tant part of what she is looking to find out about Marshall.“We want to see how the students are looked after,” Jenneh said.  “I think listening 
to Pasquet right now was exactly what we have to take back to our students.”
By SHANE BIAS
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University School of Pharmacy were gifted equipment from Cabell Hun-tington Hospital, Jan. 24. Dr. Robert Stanton, assistant 
dean in the office of Experien-
tial Education at the School of Pharmacy, said the school re-
ceived two laminar flow hoods, which provide sterile work areas for students who make sterile products, mainly during 
the compounding process.
“We are always extremely grateful when Cabell Hunting-ton Hospital makes a donation to the School of Pharmacy,” Stanton said. “We have always had a great partnership with Cabell Huntington Hospital and we hope it continues.” Jennifer Kibler, phar-macy director for Cabell Huntington Hospital said, “Ca-bell Huntington Hospital’s pharmacy recently underwent 
a renovation and we were able 
to donate the two laminar flow hoods to Marshall’s School of Pharmacy.” 
With the donation of the floor hoods, pharmacy students will now have access to equipment that will help them learn.“The laminar flow hoods that Cabell Huntington Hos-pital donated to us will allow our students to bet-ter simulate real world work environments and help our 
students learn a lot better,” Stanton said. “Our students will become better prepared pharmacists in IV prep with these flow hoods.” Kibler said Cabell Hun-tington Hospital has a strong relationship with the School of Pharmacy.“Cabell Huntington Hospital works very well with us in many ways,” Stanton said. “Aside from donating equipment, they often take students on their rotations 
and even help us assess candi-dates for future classes in the School of Pharmacy,” Stanton said. “We are really thankful for everything Cabell Huntington Hospital does for the School of Pharmacy.” The School of Pharmacy conducts research and pro-vides services directed toward the goal of improving the health and well being of West Virginians, veterans and resi-dents of the tri-state region 
and nation.Marshall’s School of Phar-macy will be graduating their 
very first class in 2016 and is actively looking for more equipment for its students. Marshall Universities School of Pharmacy is located on the campus of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in the Spring Valley area of Huntington. 
Shane Bias can be con-
tacted at bias117@marshall.
edu.
MU School of Pharmacy receives donation
SUBMITTED PHOTO
International agents from various parts of the world visited Marshall University, Monday, to begin the second familiarizing tour of campus. 
INTO’s familiarizing tour begins
See TOUR | Page  5
Fairness West Virginia kicks off LGBT campaign
By ASHLEY HERRALD
THE PARTHENON Fairness West Virginia started its campaign for fair treatment of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender community in the Memorial Student Center, Monday.Fairness West Virginia’s mis-sion is to ensure LGBT people can be open, honest and safe at home, work and in their community.Fairness West Virginia is a statewide civil rights advocacy organization devoted to the fair and equal treatment of LGBT West Virginians.Andrew Shaughnessy, Fair-ness West Virginia director of organizing community out-reach, said the organization 
chose Huntington as one of its campaign destinations for its population size, Marshall University and from the com-munity support of the LGBT community. “We want to advocate for fairness among all West Virgin-
ians, regardless of their sexual orientation,” Shaughnessy said.Fairness West Virginia started their campaign because of out-reach and support it received from citizens in West Virginia.Justin Faulkner, senior political science major, said he came out to support Fairness West Virginia because he believes everyone should have equal rights regard-
less of their sexual orientation.“I’ve believed in equal rights my entire life,” Faulkner said. 
“I want everyone to have the same rights as me.”Students from VOX, a student organization, were in atten-dance and voiced their  support for Fairness West Virginia.Josh Meredith, senior theater major and VOX member, said equal rights are an important issue to him.“I think equality is the most important right we have as Americans,” Meredith said.Justin Murdock, Fairness West Virginia board member, spoke at the rally and said hard work does not discriminate.Murdock said one of the most important parts of the equal rights movement is to get the word out by volunteering and getting businesses involved. 
“Before getting involved with this campaign, I didn’t real-
ize that you could be fired or kicked out of your house be-cause of who you came home to at night,” Murdock said. “We need to work hard and show them that hard work doesn’t discriminate.”Shaughnessy said he wants to make sure hard working people of West Virginia cannot be de-
nied a job or be fired because of 
their sexual orientation. Fairness West Virginia will continue their campaign and will be in Parkersburg, W.Va. Tuesday, Wheeling, W.Va. Wednesday and Morgantown, W.Va. Thursday.
Ashley Herrald can be 
contacted at herrald4@mar-
shall.edu.
By MICHAEL MUSKAL
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Officials on Monday rescued a 5-year-old boy who had been held hostage for nearly a week in an underground bunker in rural Alabama and his abduc-tor was dead, ending a standoff that had gripped the nation.
The boy, known as Ethan, was taken to a hospital and appeared to be physically 
unharmed, Stephen E. Rich-ardson, the special agent in 
charge of the FBI’s office in Mobile, Ala., told a nationally televised news conference.The man who took the boy hostage and into the bunker, 
Jimmy Lee Dykes, 65, was dead at the scene, Richardson said. He gave no details on the rescue or how Dykes died.
Richardson said officials would release more details as they become available.“We appreciate everybody in law enforcement pulling together to get this job done,” Dale County Sheriff Wally Ol-son told reporters. Olson had been the face and voice of of-
ficials throughout the ordeal.Dykes, a Navy veteran, stormed a school bus last Tuesday and shot the driver to death, then kidnapped the boy. He held the child prisoner in a 
6-by-8-foot underground bun-ker on his property in Midland City, Ala., about 90 miles from Montgomery.Things were quiet for almost 
a week as officials insisted they wanted to out wait Dykes.But that changed Monday afternoon, Richardson told reporters.
“Within the past 24 hours, negotiations deteriorated and Mr. Dykes was observed hold-ing a gun,” Richardson said.“At this point, FBI agents fearing the child was in im-minent danger entered the bunker and rescued the child.”The rescue took place “ap-
proximately at 3:12 p.m.,” Richardson said, with FBI agents safely recovering the child.Dykes attacked the school bus a day before he was to ap-pear in local court to answer charges of menacing a neigh-bor. According to residents of Midland City, Dykes was a 
fierce presence, firing shots at people and beating to death a dog that trespassed on his property.The bus driver killed in the attack, Charles Poland Jr., was buried on Sunday after towns-people hailed him as a hero for protecting the more than 20 children on the bus.Authorities maintained contact with Dykes through a 4-inch PVC pipe through which medicine was sent into the underground shelter, built 
by Dykes. Ethan was said to have autism.Dykes joined the Navy in Midland City, serving on active 
duty from 1964 to 1969. He had some scrapes with the law in Florida, including a 1995 ar-
rest for improper exhibition of a weapon. The misdemeanor was dismissed.Dykes returned to Alabama about two years ago, moving onto the rural property where he built the shelter.
Alabama standoff ends with 
child released, captor dead
JACOB LANGSTON/ORLANDO SENTINEL | MCT
Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco, who was awarded Most Valuable 
Player after Baltimore won Super Bowl XLVII, rides through the Magic 
Kingdom in Orlando, Florida, Monday.
Student athletes give back to community
            > More on Sports
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THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University Student Resource Center will feature an event Wednesday that will focus on campus etiquette. The event will have two ses-sions — one that starts at 12:00 p.m. and another at 2:00 p.m. — and is open to all Marshall students who wish to improve their campus etiquette.  Michelle Barbour, career services specialist, said cam-pus etiquette encompasses interacting professionally with professors, students and organizations.“When interacting with faculty and staff they are always able to put forth their professional image because these professors, staff and other people on-campus could possibly be professional references in the future,” Barbour said. “Acting 
professionally as college stu-dents will help them when they graduate and start look-ing for employment.”  The SRC staff recognized the importance for students to start practicing professional skills now. Barbour addressed the need to have students consider how to start act-ing professional in their daily lives.“It is not just when you go on a job interview and meet with future employers, it is how you interact with professors and everybody on-campus,” Bar-bour said. “Such thoughts need to encompass everything in-cluding daily activities so they are always putting their best foot forward.”The event will take place in the Memorial Student Center and will give students a chance to demonstrate a professional attitude.
Student Resource Center tackles 
college campus etiquette
By KATHLEEN HENNESSEY
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
With police officers and troopers in uniform gathered behind him, Presi-dent Barack Obama on Monday pitched his proposals to curtail gun violence with an appeal for "common sense" and bipartisanship, even as he downplayed the prospects for key parts of his plan.Speaking to law enforcement 
officials at a Minneapolis po-lice facility, Obama said he saw a consensus emerging in Con-gress to require background checks of all gun buyers, one of three core proposals in the plan he announced after the shootings at an elementary school in Newtown, Conn., School in December.Eliminating loopholes that allow sales without such checks at gun shows or by private dealers has broad public support, Obama said.
"There's no reason why we can't get that done. That is not a liberal idea or a conserva-tive idea. It's not a Democratic or Republican idea. That is a smart idea," he said.But the president was not as upbeat about two other elements of his proposal re-instating bans on assault weapons and high-capacity magazines. Rather than call-ing for their passage, Obama merely said they deserve "a vote in Congress."Obama's emphasis was a 
telling reflection of where the gun debate has gone in seven weeks since an assail-
ant killed 20 first-graders and six adults in the Connecticut school. While Democrats in Congress have pressed the assault-weapon and ammuni-tion bans previous versions of which expired in 2004 most 
Republicans remain firmly opposed.An expansion of the back-ground check system, which 
reviews records to ensure that guns are not sold to felons and people who are mentally un-stable, is increasingly seen as a likely step.Legislation in the Demo-cratic-controlled Senate is likely to focus on universal background checks. Four senators _ Republicans Mark Steven Kirk, Ill., and Tom Co-burn, Okla.;  and Democrats Joe Manchin III, W.Va., and Charles E. Schumer,  N.Y.  are drafting a bill.In the Republican-led House, any gun legislation will face serious obstacles. But nota-bly, Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., the party's 2012 vice presidential candidate, has indicated he is open to strengthening the background check system. House leaders have  otherwise avoided discussing the issue in detail.The shifting momentum was visible this weekend when Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., a longtime 
backer of gun rights, said he was likely to support the mea-sure. Tellingly, he said only that he would take a "look" at the assault-weapon and high-capacity magazine bans.Obama and Vice President Joe Biden continue to push for an assault-weapon ban. 
"Our law enforcement officers should never be outgunned on the streets," Obama said Monday.The president spoke after holding a private roundtable discussion with law enforce-ment and local leaders at the Minneapolis police special operations center. The visit to this Democratic city was 
his first outing outside Wash-ington to advocate his gun measures.The White House picked Minneapolis for the backdrop because its law enforcement officials and politicians have called for better background checks and instituted pro-grams to curb gun violence.
Obama calls for 'common sense' on gun control
President Barack Obama arrives at Minneapolis-St. Paul Air Reserve Station last Monday. Obama traveled to the Minneapolis Police Department Special 
Operations Center in Minneapolis, to deliver remarks and discuss with local leaders and law enforcement officials his ideas to reduce gun violence. 
RICHARD SENNOTT/ MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE | MCT
By HOWARD MINTZ
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS(MCT)California’s experiment with medical marijuana has sparked a hazy version of the old Not-in-My-Backyard syndrome.From Hollister to Antioch, from Scotts Valley to Petaluma, from Seaside to Moraga, city after city has banned medical marijuana dispensaries, send-ing a message that even the sickest of patients must go else-where for that state-permitted dose of prescribed medical weed.But on Tuesday, this fear-and-loathing approach to outlawing medical pot provid-ers will face an unprecedented test in the California Supreme Court. The seven justices are 
to hear arguments on whether local governments can ban the dispensaries in view of the state’s 1996 voter-approved law legalizing pot for medical use.The case involves the Inland Empire Patients Health and Wellness Center, which more than two years ago sued to block Riverside’s dispensary ban, arguing that cities and counties cannot bar activi-ties legal in California. A state appeals court sided with Riv-erside, and now the Supreme Court, faced with similar legal tangles across the state, has jumped into the fray.The stakes are high in Califor-nia’s ongoing struggle pitting medical marijuana advocates against cities worried about 
problems associated with some of the dispensaries, such as lax control over the distribution of a drug that remains illegal un-der federal law.“The Riverside case is a fascinating example of our ‘laboratories of democracy’ in action,” said Julie Nice, a law professor at the University of San Francisco, where the Supreme Court will hear the arguments. “It illustrates the 
difficulties created when each level of government ... stakes out a different regulatory posi-tion on a controversial subject.”The Bay Area, like the rest of California, is divided on the issue. San Francisco, San Jose, Oakland and Richmond have allowed certain numbers of dispensaries, even taxing their 
revenues, while large swaths of the region are dispensary-free zones.Overall, there are at least 180 local government bans on med-ical marijuana dispensaries in California, about three dozen of them in the Bay Area, accord-ing to the marijuana advocacy group Americans for Safe Ac-cess. And that does not include moratoriums and regulations such as zoning limits, which medical marijuana supporters agree can be enforced.Antioch and Pittsburg just recently approved bans, and Palo Alto voters in November rejected a ballot measure that would have allowed up to three dispensaries in the city. As a re-sult, Peninsula residents for the most part have to travel to San 
Jose or San Francisco for medi-cal cannabis.Riverside, backed by groups such as the League of California Cities, argues that local gov-ernments have strong rights to regulate land uses in their boundaries, particularly an unusual land use such as a medical pot dispensary.“Cities and counties may decide that a particular land use activity or business is not appropriate for a particular community, even though that activity is not illegal under state law,” said Stephen McE-wen, a lawyer for the cities.Riverside banned dispensa-ries under its nuisance laws. Other cities have taken differ-
ent approaches; Hercules five years ago approved a de facto 
ban with an ordinance forbid-ding any land use barred by either state or federal law.Yet Hercules has not enforced its ban against the Hercules Health Center, which has oper-ated in a business park in the East Bay city for several years. Patients such as Terri Holloway, a local resident, say the center provides a safe environment close to home to get medical weed, which she uses after suf-fering multiple heart attacks and a stroke.Medical marijuana advocates say the bans undermine the intent of the state law, which they argue was meant to pro-vide uniform access to medical cannabis across the state for 
California's medical pot wars spark up again
Sperm count low among couch potatoes, study finds
By MONTE MORIN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
(MCT)For those men who are looking to boost their sperm count, research-ers at the Harvard School of Public Health have some simple advice: drop the TV remote control and get to the gym.A study published Monday in the British Journal of Sports Medicine found that men who watched more than 20 hours of television a week had 44 percent lower sperm count 
than men who watched almost no television.Researchers found too that men who engaged in moderate to vigorous exercise for 15 or more hours a week had 73 percent higher sperm count 
than men who exercised less than five hours per week.
The findings come amid claims from some scientists that sperm qual-ity has declined among Western men in the last decades. Some say it may be due in part to a rise in sedentary lifestyles.
“We know very little about how life-style may impact semen quality and male fertility in general, so identify-
ing two potentially modifiable factors that appear to have such a big impact on sperm counts is truly exciting,” said lead author Audrey Gaskins, a doctoral student at the Harvard School of Pub-lic Health.The study was based on 189 men in Rochester, NY. Study subjects, who had an average age of 19, were surveyed on their television viewing habits, ex-ercise regimen, tobacco use and diet. 
Samples of their semen were then analyzed for sperm concentration; sperm motility; sperm morphology, or shape; and total sperm count.While more exercise and less TV were closely associated with higher total sperm count and concentration, they appeared unrelated to sperm mo-tility or morphology, according to the report.Reduced sperm count has been linked to lower fertility. However, it does not absolutely prevent men from fathering a child, authors said.
“The majority of the previous stud-ies on physical activity and semen quality had focused on professional marathon runners and cyclists, who reach physical activity levels that most people in the world cannot match,” said senior author Jorge Chavarro, an assistant professor of nutrition and epidemiology at the Harvard School of Public Health.“We were able to examine a range of physical activity that is more relevant to men in the general population,” he said.
See DRUGS | Page  5
Candidates for Honors College 
deanship to visit Marshall
THE PARTHENON
Candidates applying to fill the vacant Honors College deanship will visit Marshall University Tuesday and Thursday.Susan Gilpin, associate dean of the Honors College, said presentations will be given to Honors College members, Tuesday and Thursday.Kenneth Cook will speak Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. and Den-nis Hart will speak Thursday at 11:00 a.m.Presentations will be given in the Student Resource Center conference room in the Memo-rial Student Center.
K.L. Cook (TOP) and Dennis Hart 
(BOTTOM)  will speak to members 
of Marshall’s Honor College this 
week. 
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EAST DIVISION       C-USA                      Overall          
 W L W    L       
MEMPHIS 7 0 17   3      
SOUTHERN MISS 7 0 17   4          
UCF 5 2 15   6        
EAST CAROLINA 4 4 13   8
MARSHALL 3 4 10   12
UAB 1 6 9   13
MEN’S  BASKETBALL STANDINGS
WEST DIVISION      C-USA              Overall          
 W L W     L       
UTEP 5 2 12    8
TULSA 4 3 12    9        
TULANE 2 5 14    8
HOUSTON 3 5 14    7
SMU 2 6 12    11
RICE 1 6 5    16
259966
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By CAITIE SMITH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITORBeing a college athlete might be tougher than one would think. In addition to practice, lifting weights, classes, homework and everyday activi-ties, college athletes often volunteer their time to give back.Throughout the year, Marshall ath-letes help instruct clinics and camps for children.The opportunities allow athletes a chance to give back to the community that supports them.Junior volleyball player, Laura Der, said she understands the importance of outreach.“I think it’s important to give back, be-cause without this community and their hard work, we wouldn’t be at Marshall,” Der said. “It helps build a sense of com-munity and lend a helping hand. Volleyball isn’t a huge sport around here, so I always try to show the kids that it is fun and something they could pursue.”Marshall Athletics held the 16th Annual Sweetheart Clinic, Sunday. The clinic al-lowed girls ages 4-12 an opportunity to learn about each of Marshall’s nine wom-en’s sports.Volleyball player Jaylene Berrien, said 
she loves the idea of the Sweetheart Clinic.“I love the Sweetheart Clinic,” Berrien said. “It’s nice that the girls can get a feel for all the sports before they know if they like it or not.”The Sweetheart Clinic is just one out-reach that the volleyball team likes to help with. Throughout the year, the volleyball team plans camps for organizations such as Girl Scouts and elementary schools.“It’s fun to interact with such young kids,” Berrien said. “They love everything at that age. I encourage them all to try athletics, because it teaches them commit-ment, hard work and mental toughness that is needed for the real world.”Der said she agrees with Berrien about teaching children.“I love coaching little kids; they’re my favorite,” Der said. “They are so en-ergetic and love life. It’s always a good time.”Other Marshall sports teams participate in teaching young kids the essentials of the game. Women’s soccer hosts summer day camps for girls and the softball team runs a mentor program for young girls who play softball.The Lil Sis Program lets girls adopt a 
Marshall softball player as a friend, role model and mentor and gives them the opportunity to see the game of softball played at a competitive level while building a friendship with the athletes. Some of the outreach is required, but Der said that would not be a problem for the volleyball team.“We are required to do it, but it never feels that way because I know we’d all want to do it anyway,” Der said.Der said she thinks all college athletes should have the experience of giving back and doing outreach.“All college athletes should give back,” Der said. “It helps remind us how blessed and privileged we really are.”
Caitie Smith can be contacted at 
smith1650@marshall.edu.
By MICHELLE KAUFMAN 
(MCT)The ESPNU cameras will roll for 10 consecutive hours Wednesday as dozens of reporters and analysts scru-tinize teenagers' whimsical decisions about where they plan to play college football. National Signing Day, the day high school recruits fax in their signed scholarship of-fers, has evolved into an NFL Draft-like extravaganza.Recruiting junkies have spent months sifting through the "leans," the "soft ver-bals," the "silent commits" and "de-commits." They have been speculating about who will flip at the last min-ute, because recruits always do. They are, after all, 17 and 18 years old. On signing day two years ago, All-Every-thing offensive tackle Cyrus Kouandjio announced he would be attending Auburn. Later in the day, he had a change of heart, and three days later, signed with rival Alabama, where his brother also played on the line.There will be live remote re-ports from 13 campuses coast to coast Wednesday, as 17 players plan to announce their decisions on live TV . Some will put three schools' ball caps in front of them on a ta-ble to spike the drama factor.We will learn, once and for all, at exactly 7:35 a.m., whether consensus No. 1 recruit Robert Nkemdiche, a 6-4, 282-pound defensive end from Loganville, Ga., will join his older brother, Denzel, at Ole Miss. Word is Nkemdiche had canceled a planned visit to Louisiana State, but then decided to go this weekend.At 9:10 a.m., defensive end Carl Lawson is expected to announce his college choice. He committed to Au-burn last spring, but Tigers coach Gene Chizik was fired and now Lawson is said to be considering Tennessee, Clemson and North Carolina.Five minutes later, ac-cording to the published schedule, Matthew Thomas, a linebacker at Booker T. Wash-ington in Miami, will make his announcement. Will it be the University of Miami? He has been leaning toward Miami over Florida State, Florida, Alabama and Georgia.One of the biggest story lines this signing day is that it's now cool for football play-ers to go to Vanderbilt and Ole Miss.Never mind that Vandy just posted its first nine-win season since 1915, that it has been to the post season just six times since the pro-gram's inception in 1890, or that this past season was the first time the Commodores won five Southeastern Con-ference games since 1935. That newfound success, and charismatic coach James Franklin, are the reasons they landed quarterback Johnathan McCrary from El-lenwood Cedar Grove (Ga.). It is also why their upcoming class is ranked between Nos. 15 and 25."Vandy has been a patsy for 
all time, and now, you've got some of the best high school kids in the nation taking visits there and committing there," said Tom Lemming, a recruit-ing expert with CBS Sports Network. "A lot of recruiting comes down to perceptions, and the perception right now is that Vandy is a program heading up. They had a win-ning record in the toughest conference and are reaping 
the benefits of that, and their coach, James Franklin, is a very personable guy who's knocking things out of the park."The same is true at Ole Miss, which was 2-10 two seasons ago and this season improved to 7-6. Experts say this is best Ole Miss recruiting class in 30 years."Hugh Freeze is a tremen-dous recruiter," said Mike Farrell, national recruiting analyst at Rivals .com. "He re-lates well to the parents and the kids. It also helps that they might get the No. 1 player in the country (Nkemdiche). When other kids hear he is 
leaning there, it influences their decision."Charles Fishbein, a Holly-wood -based recruiting expert for Elite Scouting Services, 
said both schools benefit from playing in the SEC ."Kids want to play in the SEC, and if they're not getting called by Alabama, Florida and LSU, they want to play for their opponents," he said. 
"Vandy and Ole Miss are defi-nitely reaping rewards. Even Kentucky is."Fishbein said Florida, Ohio State, USC and UCLA are all having great years.Through the process, the athletes get wrapped up in the hype. Lemming has been a recruiting guru for 34 years. Of their top 2,000 rated prospects, Lemming said he sees 1,990 of them in person. A few weeks ago, he met with South Florida recruits outside Coral Gables High. He has learned that kids are impressionable and change their minds often."Some kids flip schools three or four times, or hold out until the last minute even if they know where they're going because they love the attention from media and recruiting web-sites," Lemming said. "The Internet makes money off uncommitted kids because they're creating news and drama about their an-nouncements. It seems the longer a kid waits, he turns into the greatest player who ever lived. I know of kids who commit early and then take visits late to get back into the media be-cause they're jealous of the attention other players are getting heading into Na-tional Signing Day."One thing to keep in mind as the recruiting craze winds down: In 2008, Robert Grif-
fin III was the 12th-rated high school quarterback on Scout.com, behind such names as Star Jackson, Sean Renfree, Nick Crissman, Tommy Dor-man, Blaine Gabbert, Landry Jones and Mike Glennon.
Signing Day looms, 
national audience awaits
Student athletes give back to community
By KEVIN BAXTER
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)Soccer is the world's most popular sport. And now, in the wake of an 18-month in-
vestigation into game-fixing, it appears as if it's the world's most corrupt sport as well.Europol, the European Union's joint police body, said Monday that its wide-ranging probe uncovered more than 680 
"suspicious games" on five continents, among them a Champions League game in England that ended in a tie and three 
World Cup qualifiers, two played in Africa and the other in Central America.
Europol declined to name specific suspects, teams or games because inves-tigations are ongoing, but the suspicious Central American game featured teams from CONCACAF, the regional federation that includes the United States.A U.S. Soccer spokesman said Monday that the organization has not been made aware of any investigation into games 
involving the American team, although Eu-ropol investigators said there was at least one questionable result in Canada, which is also a CONCACAF member.Europol said 425 people, including game 
and club officials, players and criminals, from at least 15 countries were involved 
in fixing games in Europe alone dating to 2008. A Singapore-based crime network was at the center of the Europol probe, which uncovered $10.9 million in betting 
profits and $2.7 million in bribes, with some of the bribes topping $135,000."This is a sad day for European foot-ball," Rob Wainwright, the head of Europol, said during a news conference in The Hague. "It is clear to us this is the biggest-ever investigation into sus-pected match-fixing in Europe. It has yielded major results, which we think have uncovered a big problem for the in-tegrity of football in Europe."It has been estimated that about $1 tril-lion is wagered annually on international 
sports contests so game-fixing in soccer is hardly new.FIFA, the sport's international govern-ing body, last month barred 41 players 
for fixing games in South Korea and the president of the South African association was suspended in December after it was learned that four exhibition games preced-
ing the 2010 World Cup were fixed. And last summer, Italy's top-tier professional leagues were clouded by a wide-ranging scandal that involved some of the biggest names and clubs in the country.But what makes the Europol probe es-pecially noteworthy is the scope of the corruption, with investigators identifying dozens of suspicious games in Turkey, Ger-many and Switzerland, among others.German investigator Friedhelm Althans 
said the new findings were just "the tip of the iceberg," and Wainwright said the probe uncovered wrongdoing "on a scale and in a way that threatens the very fabric of the game."
Investigation uncovers possible 
fixing of soccer games worldwide
By WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITORAnyone who has heard me talk about Marshall football knows I am not a fan of former Head Coach Mark Snyder. Presently the defensive coordinator at Texas A&M, Sny-der coached at Marshall from 2005-2009 after being a star linebacker for the Herd in the late ‘80s. It is fair to say that Snyder worsened the state of Marshall football during his time as coach. But as I watched the Super Bowl, I had to give Snyder some credit for the defensive talent he brought to the Thunder-ing Herd. Three former Herd defensive standouts were on the sidelines. Ravens linebacker, Albert McClellan, won C-USA Defensive player of the year in 2006 and Ravens safety, Omar Brown, amassed 288 career tackles in kelly green and white. 49ers safety, C.J. Spillman, a two-time all-C-USA selection, stood 
on the other side of the field. Snyder, who has also been a defensive coach at Ohio State and 
South Florida, never put a flashy defense on the field for the Herd. His defensive squads at worst were 83rd in total defense and at best 60th. Star power was present for the Herd defense during the Sny-der years though. His recruits included Delvin Johnson, Mario Harvey, Johnny Jones and the recently drafted Vinny Curry. Snyder had a few good offensive players — most notably two-time national champion Ahmad Bradshaw. Unfortunately, Snyder was unable to channel star power into victories, and amassed a 22-37 record with the Thunder-
ing Herd. Snyder was fired at the end of the 2009 season even 
though he finally got the team to a bowl game. His time was marked by head-scratching decisions such as snatching defeat from the jaws of victory against Kansas State in 2005 — I am still mad about that one — and for marking the fall of Marshall football from the national stage. However, credit must be given where credit is due, and Sny-der did do a good job putting talent on the defensive side of the ball at Marshall.  
Will Vance can be contacted at vance162@marshall.edu.
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How much debt will you be in 
upon graduation?
As many Parthenon read-ers across campus may have seen, an opinion column was written by columnist Ross Whitford titled “SGA does not represent entire student body” in reference to the practices and procedures of the Marshall University Student Government 
Association, specifically the Student Senate. As President Pro-Tempore of SGA and a rep-resentative of both the Student Senate and the student body, I would like to offer a response to this column, and shed light on several points made by the col-umnist in his article.
I would first like to commend Mr. Whitford for taking the time to visit our website in order to view Senate archives and docu-ments. We as a Student Senate are proud to offer a sense of transparency to our constitu-ents in our efforts to best serve the entire student body. How-ever, I would like to stress the importance of reading through all corresponding documents within the Senate. As a legisla-tive body, language is vital in the successful operation of the organization. If any language is left out or misinterpreted, there could be a misrepresentation of fact, which unfortunately is the case in the article.The author claims that the Student Senate passed a reso-lution titled SR 70.01 Academic Requirement Amendment of 2012 which raised the cu-mulative grade point average requirement for the Student Senate from 2.5 to 3.0. However, when formulating this column, the author did not reference the minutes for the meeting in which the bill was presented to 
the Senate floor. In fact, the res-olution was amended, changing the requirement to 2.75, not 3.0. The columnist also neglected to recognize the language in the SGA Constitution which states that any constitutional amend-ment (which includes SR 70.01) 
must be ratified by a major-ity vote of the student body. Therefore, this opinion column presented false information to the student body and all readers of the Parthenon.The column writer indicates 
that having a GPA require-ment dictates that “only the top percentage of students at Mar-shall will even be eligible for consideration.” Having a GPA requirement is consistent with that of the Marshall University Student Handbook which re-quires a minimum GPA for any undergraduate or graduate 
student seeking to join a stu-dent organization. This is also consistent with both the Univer-sity’s Greek Affairs policy and 
requirements of specific Greek organizations here on campus, among many other student or-ganizations and athletic teams.The column continues by ref-erencing SR 70.07, the Tobacco Free Campus Act of 2012. The au-thor calls this resolution and its passage “proof that the student senate is not acting in the best 
interest of the majority of stu-dents at Marshall.” According to the data gathered on Assessment Day 2012, 86% of respondents, all of whom are Marshall Stu-dents, claimed to be tobacco free. Also, 78% of respondents claimed to be bothered to see used tobacco products on cam-pus (including dip), while 71% responded by saying that they would like all of Marshall Uni-versity’s campus grounds and parking to be smoke-free. As-sessment Day data from the previous four years gathered 
from students also reflect similar opinion. Therefore, to say that “student senate is not acting in 
the best interest of the majority of the student body” is an abso-lute falsehood, as proven by the data provided. As a proud member of the Student Senate, I take pride in helping to represent all mem-bers of the student body. I also take pride in working alongside 
outstanding students affili-ated with all areas of our great campus. Regardless of income, work schedule, athletic team, 
Greek or non-Greek affiliation, all 14,000 of us are Sons and Daughters of Marshall. The en-tire Student Senate is honored and privileged to serve as your elected representatives, and we look forward to continuing to operate in the best interests of the student body. 
By JOCELYN GIBSON
COLUMNISTThe thought occurred to me that men could be the feminist movement’s great-est ally at this point, and it is dangerous for us to still think of men as the enemy. It is dangerous for a group seeking gender equality to label the opposite sex a threat. Furthermore, there is a growing breed of men who are concerning themselves more and more with women’s issues. It is not fair to discount those individuals with the labeling of an entire sex as degrading to women. In a society where feminism is growing more and more, there exist men who are tackling similar struggles. Men who sym-pathize with the women’s movement are dealing with issues themselves because of their sympathy. Believe it or not, some 
men fear our judgment as much as we fear their actions. We pass by a man when walking alone at night and fear he is a rapist. He walks by 
and is upset that we fear him just because 
he is a man. While we may be justified in our fear, we should acknowledge that men can be victimized by our actions as well. 
No one wants to be unjustly labeled a rap-
ist just for walking around after dark.I don’t want to punish all men, for the sole reason that, historically, men have supplied the most oppression toward women. At this time, it could be of a great 
benefit to the feminist movement to have some men on our side, and we will never accomplish that viewing them as the op-position of our war. By focusing some of our attention on issues that affect men, we may be able to make greater progress in feminism. Take for instance, rape myths, they can go both ways. They negatively affect women by putting forth the notion that rape is a woman’s fault or that it acceptable. They negatively affect men by putting forth the idea that men cannot control themselves and all men do it. Men don’t want their entire gender 
perceived as out-of-control rapists, just 
as women don’t want their entire gender perceived as “asking for it.”As a matter of fact, one of the main 
things feminists fight to overcome is mis-conceptions about women and violence against them. So why would we want to push misconceptions of the opposite sex by embracing a “man-hating” attitude?Women are not the only one’s being op-pressed and taken advantage of, and I think men should have equal right to educate themselves on and discuss the issues fac-ing them. To be frank, there are not many safe outlets for men to address men’s is-sues, and that needs to be changed.
We are fighting the establishment of pa-triarchy, not the gender.Additionally, whether we think about it or not, there are many female anti-femi-nists that we must conquer in the world, 
and it might just be time to consider femi-nism a struggle between ideals rather than men against women.
Jocelyn Gibson can be contacted at 
gibson243@marshall.edu.
Feminism needs men
A photo of President Barack 
Obama firing a gun at a gun range in Camp David has the NRA and irrational critics up in arms. This comes a couple days be-fore the president will speak to lawmakers in Minneapolis about gun laws and regulations in the Midwest, which he did Monday. It has been argued that the White House released the photo of the president shooting the gun to prove he is no enemy of the Second Amendment. Obama’s recent proposals regarding gun laws and stricter gun regulation have been 
scrutinized and many false ac-cusations have been made by individuals seeking to deface Obama’s presidential role. Andrew Arulanandam, NRA spokesman, said one picture does not erase a lifetime of sup-porting every gun ban and every gun-control scheme imaginable. Let’s clear things up.Obama does not want to take away our guns. He wants to ban military-style assault weapons, which should only be used in warfare. Many might remember the as-sault weapon ban Clinton signed into law. That law remained in 
place for eight years – Obama wants to bring this back.In addition, he wants to eliminate the loopholes in which any person, regardless of criminal history, could obtain a weapon at gun shows without background checks. Obama also wants a system in place where the names of mental health patients would be placed into a nation-wide database. This would pre-vent gun sellers from selling weapons to the mentally disturbed. Truth is, 30,000 people on av-erage die each year as a result 
of gun violence. Yes, it is a constitutional right to bear arms but it’s the U.S. government’s priority to en-sure our citizens are safe and are entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Interpret the Constitution as you will, but banning mil-itary-style assault weapons and high-capacity gun maga-zines does not constitute all guns. To get back to the point, the photo of Obama shooting a gun has created such uproar, an uproar that went way out of proportion. 
Obama gun photo taken out of proportion
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By LYNDA V. MAPES
THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)LEAVENWORTH, Wash. — Biologist Don Youkey picked his way along a log nailed to a tree trunk nearly 5 feet above the ground and reached overhead to hang a cow knuckle bone and chunk of raw rib meat.He hopes the tasty new bait will lure one of the newest car-nivores cruising these snowy woods to trigger a remote cam-era that will snap its photo: Gulo gulo, the wily wolverine.Once shot on sight, trapped and poisoned as vermin, wolverines were extinct in Washington by the 1930s. But they are making a comeback, repopulating portions of their 
historic home range for the first time in decades. On Friday, they were proposed for listing as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act.Wolverines used to range along the Cascade Crest from the Canadian border all the way to Mount Rainier, but now remain exceedingly rare, with perhaps just 25 animals in Washington, and only about 250 to 300 in the Lower 48.The wolverine's return to Washington is amazing scien-tists. "We are witnessing what we think is the expansion of wolverine into their former range," said Keith Aubry, re-search wildlife biologist with 
the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station in Olympia. Aubry for eight 
winters had led the first-ever 
radio-tracking study of wolver-ines in Washington.Genetic testing shows the 
animals they are finding can be traced to populations in Canada that recolonized here once the persecution stopped. Now, those animals, once just visitors, have established resi-dent populations _ and they are spreading. "We have growing evidence of them using larger and larger areas over time," Au-bry said.So far, scientists have con-
firmed resident wolverine populations from the North Cascades to as far south as this bait lure south of Highway 2 west of Leavenworth."When you see a species like wolverine that needs openness and connected habitat coming here all on its own, this is the celebration moment. It's the success, the reward," said Jen Watkins of Conservation North-
west, a Seattle nonprofit, as she dunked pine-branch tips into a bottle of foul-smelling scent lure. So foul, she packed it on snowshoes up the Icicle Creek drainage in a double plastic bag, sealed in a kayaker's dry bag, and handled it only with rubber gloves. "There!" she said, hastily screwing the top on the bottle, "Now all we need is a visitor!"Even as wolverines re-bound, threats loom in their future, with climate change over the next 100 years ex-pected to melt out 63 percent of the landscapes where deep 
snow that wolverine need to survive persists into May. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Friday proposed listing wolverine for protection as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act in at least six Western states, includ-ing Washington. Any decision to list would be at least a year away, after an extensive public comment period.Smaller than a Labrador retriever, Gulo gulo, or "the gluttonous glutton," is pound-for-pound among the most ferocious carnivores in Wash-ington, capable of sniffing out frozen carcasses and tunnel-ing through 5 feet of snow to crack open bones and tear apart even frozen carrion. Their powerful jaws and mo-lars are specially adapted to shear off chunks of rock-hard flesh and bone.Wolverines roam Washing-ton's wildest country in its most punishing weather, de-vouring miles with a loping stride and cruising over even deep powdery snow with over-sized, snowshoe-like feet.Their long, thick, brown-and-gold coat sheds frost and is underlaid with a soft insu-lating layer of fur that defeats the most brutal cold. Semi-retractable claws enable them to climb trees and scramble up and down rocky slopes."They are the superheroes of the animal world," said Shawn Sartorius, a wildlife biologist based in Helena, Mont., for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. "When you follow the tracks of these things, you see they are not taking the easy way around; they will go straight over mountaintops, craggy peaks, the rockiest, steepest, 
cliffiest place; they will go right over that in the middle of win-ter, at night."John Rohrer, supervisory wildlife biologist with the U.S. Forest Service, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest based in Winthrop, has been astounded to learn in his work on Aubry's research team just how much territory wolverines cover, even in winter."They live in places that are frozen in suspended anima-tion more than six months a year and one of the few animals that is not is the wol-verine," Rohrer said. "The North Cascades in winter are pretty hostile to life. Most ani-mals will avoid it in winter or hibernate. It's amazing to see how they move in rugged, re-mote terrain in 10 to 12 feet of snow. In summer there are cougar and black bear and bobcat and coyotes and great horned owls. In winter time, it is only the wolverines."A wolverine trapped and radio-collared by Aubry's team covered more than 14 air miles over the peaks of the North Cascades from a recent Sat-urday afternoon to Monday, 
"and if you were to lay it flat it covered double the distance," Rohrer marveled.
                                MIKE SIEGEL | MCT
Researchers are heading into the Icicle Creek area of Leavenworth, Washington, to bait a remote camera, in hopes of attracting a wolverine. The 
photos help document the wolverine populations recolonizing the Cascade Mountains.
Wolverines rebound
By JEN LEO
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)Looking for a free place to stay or to broaden your com-munity of travel enthusiasts?
Name: Couchsurfing.comAvailable for: iPhone, iPod touch, iPad; AndroidWhat it does: This app con-nects travelers for lodging, meet-ups, conversation and more.Cost: FreeWhat's hot: I always thought staying on someone's couch was only for broke backpackers. Not 
so. The Couchsurfing network spans all demographics. I value the safety features that let you 
fine-tune your search results 
to specify gender, profiles with 
pictures, and profiles that have been vetted. This really helped my trust factor because I want only female "hosts" if it's just me and my daughter traveling. The network has been around a long time so there are lots of active users. Its strength in numbers and accessibility from mobile devices were a win-win 
for me. I was able to find hosts 
and locals in every city I looked up in the U.S., Britain and Can-ada. Use the map view to see how many "surfers" there are all over the world.What's not: My experience varied when I used it on differ-ent platforms. Mixed reviews on Google Play didn't give me much 
confidence. And when I tested it on my Android, I was annoyed because I couldn't read the page easily. I was constantly resizing the screen, scrolling to get to sections I couldn't see and hav-
ing a tough time finding filters I 
had used on its website. When I used the app on my iPad, it said I could log in with Facebook, but when I tried it said the mobile app couldn't link my Facebook 
and Couchsurfing accounts.Worth it: Yes. You might think this type of "hitchhiking" is not for you, but after reading a few pro-
files you just might find someone with similar interests. It doesn't mean she's going to be your new BFF, but you could easily have some great travel conversations, let alone a free place to rest your head.
Web Buzz: The world's your home with Couchsurfing
certain patients, such as those fighting cancer or AIDS.Instead, the bans result in a patchwork that critics say forces seriously ill people to jump in a car to get to dispensaries, or seek the drug on the black market. “The ones who need it the most are the ones who are affected the most,” said Douglas Chiopek, 
who heads San Jose’s Medmar Healing Center.David Nick, who is representing the Riv-
erside dispensary, flatly predicts he’ll win in the Supreme Court because cities “can-not ban what a state law makes lawful.”But legal experts say the Supreme Court may be reluctant to strip cities of the right to enact the bans, likening the situation to states that permit counties 
to be “wet” or “dry” in allowing alcohol sales.“It is really unusual for a locality to try to outright ban something that is legal under state law,” said Alex Kreit, a Thomas Jeffer-son School of Law professor who advised San Diego on its medical pot regulations. “But I still think it’s going to be an uphill battle for the medical marijuana argument in this case.”
Rosemary Aguiyi-Ironsi, INTO representative for Nige-ria, said she wanted to get a feel for the city of Huntington.“You are traveling far away from Africa to a new place and you want to know if you will be accepted,” Aguiyi-Ironsi said. “You want to know if people are like you or if you’re the only person who has traveled 
all the way from Africa.”Pasquet said she would always be thankful for her ex-perience at Marshall.“No matter where I will be in 20 or 30 years, I will still be bleeding green,” Pasquet said.The tour will conclude Wednesday, after the repre-sentatives visit the campus and Huntington.
Taylor Stuck can be con-
tacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.
Tour 
Continued from Page 1
By ANNE-KATHRIN GERSTlAUER
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama honored 23 scientists Friday at the White House."This is the most collection of brainpower we've had under this roof in a long time," Obama said to laughter from the honor-ees and guests in the East Room, "maybe since the last time we gave out these medals."Each researcher received either the National Medal of Science or the National Medal of Technology and Innovation, called the nation's highest honor for research and discovery.The president didn't just highlight such discoveries as photosynthetic organisms in the ocean or the far UV elec-trographic camera; he also pushed his proposals to in-crease federal spending for teaching and education."Right now, only about a third of undergraduate stu-dents are graduating with degrees in science, technol-ogy, engineering and math," he said. "That's why we've worked to make more afford-able college opportunities, and set a goal of training 100,000 new math and science teach-ers over the next decade."Obama also used the awards ceremony to promote his propos-als for new immigration policies."One important piece of that reform is allowing more of the brightest minds from around the world to start businesses and initiate new discoveries," he said. "We need to do something about all the students who come here from around the world to study, but then we send them home once they graduate."
Among the honorees:Frederick Hawthorne from the University of Missouri. The director of the International Institute of Nano and Molecu-lar Medicine has discovered 
the use of boron to fight cancer. Doctors will be able to label cancer cells with the chemical element and bombard them with neurons. The chemistry also may be useful elsewhere 
in the field of medicine and in everyday chemistry.Allen Bard and John Good-enough from the University of Texas-Austin. Bard, the director of the Center for Elec-trochemistry, has worked on developing the scanning elec-trochemical microscope. The tool can be used to identify new materials for technologies such as solar cells and batter-ies. Goodenough, a professor at the school of engineering, had worked on developing the re-chargeable lithium-ion battery.Leroy Hood, the president and co-founder of the Institute for Systems Biology in Seattle. After Hood developed the au-tomated DNA sequencer, the Human Genome Project was able to identify the 25,000 genes in human DNA. Before he started at his own institute, Hood created the University of Washington's Department of Molecular Biotechnology with the help of a $12 million grant from Microsoft's Bill Gates.The National Medal of Science was created in 1959. Nominees are selected by a committee of presidential appointees. The National Medal of Technology and Innovation was created in 1980. An independent commit-tee from the public and private sector chooses the candidates.
Obama honors scientists, 
researchers at White House
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1. Deep Blue Sea 6.  Leprachaun: Back 2 tha Hood
2. Anaconda 7. Spiderman 3
3. Troll 2 8. The Final Sacrifice
4. Spice World 9. The Room
5. Snakes on a Plane 10. The Human Centipede
EDITORS’ PICKS | FAVORITE TERRIBLE MOVIES “I’VE HAD IT WITH THESE
SNAKES ON A PLANE (TV EDIT)”
MONKEY-FIGHTING SNAKES
Send a message to your loved 
ones for Valentine's Day'
The Parthenon will publish the best in our 
Valentine’s edition on Feb. 14!
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO PARTHENON@MARSHALL.EDU. DEADLINE IS FEB. 13.
MONDAY TO FRIDAY PLANE.
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Sorority Recruitment
Calendar of EventsFEBRUARY
5. 11. 12.
13. 15. 17.
ACW
Hot Chocolate Social
Memorial Student Center
Don Morris Room
7 p.m- 9:15 p.m.
Formal Recruitment party
Alpha Chi Omega Suite
9:15 p.m- 10:15 p.m. SSS
Formal Recruitment party
9:15 p.m- 10:15 p.m.
Sigma Sigma Sigma house
DZ
Formal Recruitment party
aXD
Formal Recruitment party
Delta Zeta house
9:15 p.m- 10:15 p.m. 9:15 p.m- 10:15 p.m.
Alpha Xi house BID
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* Recruitment tables will be set up every day this week at the Memorial Student Center
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By BRANDON BAILEY
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
From the time its first video 
was uploaded in 2005, You-
Tube has been known as the 
place where people can watch 
an endless stream of weird, 
funny, interesting, breath-
taking or sometimes even 
mundane video clips – all for 
free.
But over the last year, the 
Google-owned property has 
been gradually moving to em-
phasize higher quality content, 
formal “channels” and increas-
ingly sophisticated advertising.
Now comes a report in Ad-
vertising Age that YouTube 
is preparing to launch its 
first-ever paid subscriptions for 
a limited number of individual 
channels, perhaps in the next 
few months.
The report, which cites un-
named “people familiar with 
the plans,” says YouTube 
has invited some video pro-
ducers to submit plans for 
creating channels that users 
would pay to watch. The re-
port says the program would 
be an experiment to see how 
viewers respond. And ac-
cording to Ad Age, YouTube 
is also considering charging 
for access to certain content 
libraries and live events.
YouTube chief Salar Ka-
mangar has previously said 
the company was considering 
offering subscription-based 
video, but nothing definite 
has been announced. In an 
email statement Tuesday, a 
company spokesman didn’t 
confirm the Ad Age report but 
didn’t rule it out, either.
“We have long maintained 
that different content re-
quires different types of 
payment models,” the state-
ment said. “The important 
thing is that, regardless of 
the model, our creators suc-
ceed on the platform. There 
are a lot of our content cre-
ators that think they would 
benefit from subscriptions, 
so we’re looking at that.”
may test pay channels this year
Facebook stirs envy, 
misery in some users
By WALTER PACHECO
ORLANDO SENTINEL
(MCT)
Facebook posts of your exotic 
vacations and popular status 
updates could be stressing out 
some of your friends, making 
them miserable and envious 
of your exciting life, a new Ger-
man study shows.
The joint study con-
ducted by researchers at 
Berlin’s Humboldt University 
and Darmstadt’s Technical 
University of 600 German Face-
book users showed more than 
one-third reported feeling en-
vious of their friends’ posts 
about travel and leisure.
“This is a result of numer-
ous vacation photos posted on 
Facebook, which are particu-
larly popular among German 
users,” said Dr. Thomas Widjaja 
of Darmstadt.
But the same can be said of 
any prolific user of the world’s 
largest social network.
Photos are one of the most 
popular posts on Facebook. The 
network’s mobile app offers fil-
ters so users can enhance their 
images.
Researchers said users who 
suffer the most painful expe-
riences are those who do not 
engage with others on Face-
book, but instead use the social 
network in a passive manner, 
reading friends’ posts, check-
ing news feeds, or browsing 
through pictures.
